
 

 

THAnk you Packard Family



THIS WEEKEND WE TIP OUR CAPS TO THE PACKARD FAMILY 
AND THE MAN WHOSE NAME THIS STADIUM BEARS, WILLIAM GUTHRIE PACKARD

 
GUTHRIE AND PETER PACKARD PRESENTED THIS STADIUM AS A SURPRISE TO THEIR FATHER, 

WHO WAS LIVING IN WICKENBURG, ARIZ., AND COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO. 

THE GIFT, WHICH AT THE TIME WAS THE 
             LARGEST, SINGLE,  INDIVIDUAL 

CONTRIBUTION EVER GIVEN TO ARIZONA 
STATE UNIVERSITY, WAS PRESENTED TO THEIR 
ALMA MATER TO SHOW APPRECIATION TO 
THEIR FATHER FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF                

 LOVING GUIDANCE  AND SUPPORT. 

MR. PACKARD WAS BORN OCT. 13, 1889, IN 
OXFORD, NEW YORK, AND EDUCATED AT  

 OXFORD ACADEMY,  CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
AND THE NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL. HE HAD 

A LONG AND NOTABLE RECORD OF ATHLETIC  
 INVOLVEMENT,  INCLUDING BEING A 

MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK ATHLETIC CLUB 
MILE RELAY TEAM WHICH SET A WORLD  

 RECORD IN 1911. 

MR. PACKARD SERVED AS A NAVAL AVIATOR 
DURING WORLD WAR I AND WAS EMPLOYED 

AFTER THE WAR BY THE SHEPARD COMPANY, 
A PUBLISHING FIRM THAT DEALT EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE LAW PROFESSION. HE SERVED 
THERE FOR OVER 51 YEARS, RISING FROM SALES REPRESENTATIVE TO PRESIDENT AND 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD. 

HE PASSED AWAY IN 1987, BUT THANKS TO EVERYONE OVER THE PAST 41 YEARS, THE SUN 
DEVIL FAITHFUL AND THE ASU BASEBALL PROGRAM, HIS LEGACY HAS CONTINUED TO THRIVE.
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